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Government added, however, that what they desired was a final solu-
tion of the dispute, and that they were resolved to settle the question
once and for all, and this by force of arms if other means failed.
Meanwhile, the possibility of joint representations by all the
American nations other than the disputants had been under con-
sideration,1 and the outcome was the dispatch to Bolivia and Para-
guay on the 3rd August, 1932, of identic notes in which nineteen
American states formally announced their intention of applying to
the Chaco conflict the *non-recognition5 doctrine which had been
enunciated eight months earlier by the Secretary of State of the
United States in connexion with the Manchuria dispute.2 The text of
the note ran as follows:
The representatives of all the American Republics meeting in Wash-
ington, the seat of the Neutral Commission, having been duly authorized
by their respective Governments, have the honour to make the following
declaration to the Governments of Bolivia and Paraguay:
'Respect for law is a tradition among the American nations, who are
opposed to force and renounce it both for the solution of their contro-
versies and as an instrument of national policy in their reciprocal
relations. They have long been the proponents of the doctrine that the
arrangement of all disputes and conflicts of whatever nature or origin
that may arise between them can only be sought by peaceful means.
The history of the American nations shows that all the boundary and
territorial controversies have been arranged by such means. Therefore,
the nations of America declare that the Chaco dispute is susceptible
of a peaceful solution, and they earnestly request Bolivia and Paraguay
to submit immediately the solution of this controversy to an arrange-
ment by arbitration or by such other peaceful means as may be acceptable
to both.
eAs regards the responsibilities which may arise from the various
encounters which have occurred from the 15th June to date, they
consider that the countries in conflict should present to the Neutral
Commission all the documentation which they may consider pertinent
and which will be examined by it. They do not doubt that the country
which this investigation shows to be the aggressor will desire to give
satisfaction to the one attacked, thus eliminating all misunderstanding
between them.
'They furthermore invite the Governments of Bolivia and Paraguay
to make a solemn declaration to the effect that they will stop the move-
ment of troops in the disputed territory, which should clear up the
atmosphere and make easy the road to the solution of good understand-
ing which America hopes for in the name of the permanent interests of
all the countries of this hemisphere.
1  The negotiations with the other fourteen countries were conducted by the
Neutral Commission at WasMngton, but the suggestion for the application of
the non-recognition doctrine was said to have come from Mexico.
2  See the Survey for 1932, Part V, section (iv) (&).